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2015 Review of Public Health in Scotland: Strengthening the Function and re-focusing 
action for a healthier Scotland. 
 
 
Dear Duncan 
 
 
Mr Matheson MSP, then Minister for Public Health, wrote to you in November 2014 advising 
of the etstablishment of a Review Group to take forward a Public Health Review in Scotland. 
 
The Review Group has now reported back to Ministers and I am pleased to share with you a 
copy of the Group’s report which is being published today.  The report at 
www.gov.scot/2015-reviewofpublichealthinscotland-mainreport provides a clear basis for 
further work to strengthen and refocus the vital public health function in Scotland for the 
future.  I am also making available two reports that underpinned the work of the review: the 
engagement analysis www.gov.scot/publichealthreview-analysisofresponses-
engagementpaper;  and research summary www.gov.scot/publichealthreviewresearchreport-
keyfindings, which were undertaken on the themes of public health leadership, partnership 
and workforce identified as central to the review process.   
 
The report provides a comprehensive picture of the current public health endeavour in 
Scotland.  The changing organisational context (including the clear emphasis on partnership 
and integration and the importance of community empowerment and engagement) has 
implications for how public health is organised and operates.  
 
The report outlines that the issues we face are complex, combining an ageing population; 
enduring inequalities; and changes in the pattern of disease requiring action to address the 
determinants of population health, as well as particular health priorities.  They cannot be 
addressed solely through treatment and require preventative approaches.  The report 
reiterates the breadth of public health activity, covering both physical and mental wellbeing, 
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undertaken by a range of professionals across the NHS, Local Authorities, the third sector, 
and through communities and by individuals.  We have had a number of successes in 
Scotland, and on some issues we are recognised as leading the way.  But there is clearly 
more that needs to be done. 
 
The recommendations within this report provide clarity on the steps we need to take in 
Scotland and the next phase is to work with stakeholders to take forward implementation.   
We can achieve the best use of our resources and our collective endeavour in Scotland so 
that we have a positive and lasting impact on creating a healthier Scotland.   
 
 
 
 

MAUREEN WATT 


